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Lecturers, 

Students from the University of New South Wales, 

Students from the Lycée Condorcet, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I would like to thank the University of New South Wales for hosting this particularly 

stimulating French-Australian initiative. Together, we will inaugurate French 

Australian Conversations, a lecture series organized by our embassy in partnership 

with the online media outlet The Conversation and which is a forum for university 

students from both our countries on major topical issues. 

 

And what could be a better topic to open this series of public debates than the future 

of our planet? It is a subject which affects us all: the future of our planet is the future 

of humanity, but it is also the present, through our ability to adapt our lifestyles to 

the challenges facing us.  

 

We are faced with two major challenges: climate change and the biodiversity crisis, 

which is seeing animal species becoming extinct.  

 

Climate and the environment have an increasing role in the partnership between 

France and Australia. As far back as 1991, our countries together proposed a Protocol 

to the Antarctic Treaty in order to include an obligation of environmental protection. 

Today, our two countries support many international initiatives, such as for 

agriculture, the prevention of natural disasters and the campaign to do away with 

plastic bags. At COP22 in Marrakech, a French-Australian declaration to protect coral 

reefs was signed. And for the second year running, Australia is Co-Chair of the 

Green Climate Fund, to which France is one of the largest contributors.  

 

As you know, France organized COP21, which led to the Paris Agreement. This is a 

great source of pride for us, which we share with all countries who actively 

contributed to its success. But it is also a shared responsibility. Because climate 

change is a global challenge. The harmful effects of climate change are being felt both 

in the North and South, and we are both the victims and the source of this problem. 
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Last year, natural disasters killed 8,700 people around the world and caused damage 

estimated at $175 billion. Over the past three years, each year has beaten the previous 

year’s temperature record. 2016 has been the hottest year on record since 1880.  

 

Climate change, which increases threats and weakens the world, is also a 

contributing factor to new humanitarian crises. Droughts cause food crises affecting 

food or access to drinking water. These crises lead to hunger riots, which in turn 

destabilize entire regions and cause massive population displacements. Over a 

billion people, mostly in Asia, live on coasts which are exposed to rising ocean levels.  

 

Australia too is suffering from these climate phenomena: 90% of citizens living in 

rural areas of your country state that it has affected their lives. But it is the poor and 

developing countries, and first and foremost women in those countries, who are 

hardest hit by climate disruption.  Naturally, I am thinking of our island neighbours 

in the Pacific. How can we forget the force of Cyclones Pam and Winston, which 

ravaged Vanuatu and Fiji in the last two years?  

 

A global response is required to tackle this global challenge, which is why in 

December 2015, the international community met in Paris for COP21.  

 

The Paris Agreement is ambitious. Its goal is to hold the increase in temperatures to 

well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels and pursue efforts to limit it to 1.5°C, 

which requires a rapid reduction in global greenhouse gas emissions in order to 

achieve carbon neutrality by the second half of the century. This mitigation goal is in 

addition to goals to adapt companies and the economies of developing countries to 

the effects of climate change.  

 

The Paris Agreement is both ambitious and inclusive, via coalitions with States, local 

government, companies and civil society, who have made solid commitments to this 

new energy and industrial revolution towards a low-carbon economy. This process 

creates new spaces for democracy, based on citizen participation. 

 

Finally, the Paris Agreement is flexible. It allows each country to choose how it wants 

to contribute to the global reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Each country 

must, however, transparently meet its commitments and commit to raise them at 

least every five years, in accordance with the shared effort. That is the heart of the 

Agreement and the binding and key part of its ambition.  

 

To date, 129 countries, including France and Australia, have ratified the Agreement. 

Together, they account for over 80% of global greenhouse gas emissions. The Paris 
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Agreement entered into force less than a year after its adoption, while the Kyoto 

Protocol, adopted in 1997, took eight years!  

 

What is now urgent is the concrete implementation of the Agreement on the ground. 

Because time is running out. Thankfully, many countries are taking action. China, for 

example, intends to invest $360 billion in developing renewable energies by 2020. 

India aims to generate 53% of its electricity from renewable sources by 2027. Regions 

and cities are taking part in this global movement towards energy transition. New 

York has announced that it will build a 2,400 megawatt offshore wind farm to replace 

an old power station.  

 

And I am not forgetting the initiatives made by several states here in Australia, a 

country where coal, as well as other raw materials, brought wealth, but whose 

unique geographical conditions now allow it to launch innovative solutions for 

energy transition. Because climate means energy. Our energy choices have shaped 

the main chapters of human history. In Paris, the world chose to reject fossil fuels. 

This decision also makes economic sense. Since 2013, it has been cheaper to install 

renewable energy systems than fossil fuel ones. And yet fossil fuels receive over $500 

billion in direct subsidies every year, which the G20 has committed to phase out. 

Renewable energies encourage innovation in our economies and create more jobs. In 

the United States, the sector already employs twice as many people as the fossil 

energy sector.  

 

We can win this fight. The film Demain (Tomorrow), which will accompany your 

discussions, shows that we can all play a part in this change. Tackling climate change 

is a democratic fight. Individual actions are like votes: on their own, they seem 

powerless, but together, they give new meaning to our societies.  

 

But this must not prevent national governments from shouldering their 

responsibilities. France has pledged to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 40% 

by 2030, as has the entire European Union. France and Europe are also working to 

redirect financial flows towards the low-carbon economy, which is one of the main 

objectives of the Paris Agreement. Carbon taxes and markets have been set up in 

many countries, with in particular the deployment of a carbon market in China this 

year. In France, we have also just launched our first government-issued ‘green 

bonds’, worth €7 billion. This is a new tool which will finance the fight against 

climate change, the protection of biodiversity and the fight against pollution.  

 

France and Australia are partners in the Action Agenda and together support several 

initiatives. For example, Mission Innovation, which aims to double governments’ clean 
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energy research and development investments. There is also the 4 per 1000 initiative, 

promoting best practices in agriculture to increase the quantity of carbon contained 

in soils, or the Climate Risk and Early Warning Systems (CREWS) Initiative, aiming to 

set up early warning systems for climatic disasters in the most vulnerable countries. 

Together, France and Australia provide €13 million in direct contributions to this 

initiative. 

 

These commitments are encouraging. A process is underway and will not be 

stopped. Some are tempted to slow it down, or worse, to take a step backwards. We 

can currently see this in the United States. It is up to us to convince those who are 

least committed that it is in their interest to take part. We must continue working 

with civil society, mobilized States and American companies who have realized that 

their extra efforts will pay off. Finally, we must consolidate our alliance for the planet 

with all those who, like us, know that we must take urgent action, from China and 

India to Africa and the Pacific Island States.  

 

It is up to us, people from France and Australia, everyone here today, political 

decision-makers, experts, academics, journalists and young people, to turn this 

ambition for a better world into reality.  

 

Thank you very much. 


