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Mr. Dean Lee, CEO of the Shrine, 

Ms. Jenny Bloomfield, Director of DFAT 

Victoria,  

Dr Robert Webster, President RSL Victoria, 

Major Maggie More RFD, Governor of the 

Shrine, 

Colonel Stuart Dodds, Chair of the 

Victorian Veterans Council, 

HE Mr. Christophe Lecourtier Ambassador 

of France to Australia, 

Mr. Nicolas Croizer, Consul General of 

France to Sydney, 
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Mrs. Myriam Boisbouvier-Wylie, Honorary 

Consul General of France in Melbourne, 

Veterans, 

Ladies and gentlemen, Dear friends, 

 

I am pleased and honoured to be with you 

here in this Shrine of Remembrance. We are 

here today to celebrate the ties forged by 

the history of our two countries and to pay 

tribute to those who fought side-by-side 

during the two World Wars in the name of 

common values. I would like to thank 

Mr Dean Lee most warmly for his welcome. 

I know how important this moving 

monument – which has stood as a reminder 
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of our duty to remember for more than 

80 years – is for the people of Melbourne. 

 

In order to honour the memory of those 

who died in combat and to thank veterans 

for their commitment, the French 

Government has decided to decorate with 

the Legion of Honour all living veterans 

who contributed to France’s liberation 

in 1944. 

 

The Legion of Honour is the highest French 

distinction. It was created almost 200 years 

ago by Napoléon Bonaparte, and is the 

highest tribute France can pay to men and 
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women, be they French or foreign, for 

services to the Nation. 

 

Today, I have the honour to issue this high 

distinction to four remarkable men: Roy 

Chapman, Ernest Dodemaide, Peter 

Hughes and Ernest Truman. Through this 

gesture, I wish to solemnly promise that 

France will never forget what Australia did 

for our country, which was twice the 

theatre of devastating confrontations 

between two conceptions of the world. 

France is a country where the future of 

freedom and democracy was decided. 

 

Sirs, 
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Almost 73 years ago now, every one of you 

shouldered immense responsibilities and 

demonstrated incredible courage. Each of 

you fulfilled your mission, supporting your 

brothers in arms at the risk of your own 

lives, to free the soil of France. 

 

Mr Roy Chapman, you served aboard the 

minesweeper HMS Gozo. As such, during 

the Normandy Landings, you took part in 

mine clearance and the escorting of bridge 

pieces from the artificial port of 

Arromanches. 
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Mr Ernest Truman, you joined the 

Australian Air Force on 15 May 1942. As a 

gunner on Lancaster bombers in 

Squadron 460, you took part in 14 bombing 

sorties that played a decisive role in the 

advance of the allied forces. 

 

Mr Ernest Dodemaide, you were enlisted in 

the Air Force on 10 October 1942. You were 

a gunner on Lancaster bombers, attached to 

Squadron 101. You bravely took part in 

numerous sorties over enemy positions 

between July and September 1944. 

 

Mr Peter Hughes, you were of Irish 

nationality during the Second World War. 
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You joined the British Navy on 

1 March 1943 as a voluntary recruit. 

Attached to the minesweeping flotilla in the 

Channel, you took part in preparations for 

Operation Neptune, and then in the 

protection of landing vessels until 

September 1944, before transferring to the 

North Sea. 

 

Sirs, 

 

You risked your lives and demonstrated 

courage and a sense of sacrifice. I stand 

before you humbled today. Humbled, by 

the road you chose, that of honour and 

sacrifice. Humbled, also, by your certainty 
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that you never did anything but your duty, 

and that the real heroes are your comrades 

who fell on the battlefield. 

 

Here today, let us give a thought to your 

brothers in arms, be they Australian, French 

or of any other nationality, a thought for 

those who paid for France’s liberation with 

their lives. We have not forgotten that, 

in 1944, it was in the steps of your fathers 

that you landed in France, 30 years after the 

diggers in the hell of the trenches of the 

First World War. 

 

Sirs, 
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In 1944, you contributed to making history. 

You were no longer mere fighters. You 

were liberators. Each of you was the living 

symbol of our common values, the spirit of 

resistance, the spirit of freedom and the 

spirit of comradeship. 

 

Today, I am here with you to say, on behalf 

of France, before your families and friends, 

that we have not forgotten what you did, 

and that our gratitude will be passed on to 

future generations. For you are the memory 

of our Liberation. A memory formed from 

thousands of stories and so much pain and 

suffering. A memory that means that we 

are free and proud today. 
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I would like to finish with two very simple 

words, which were repeated in every 

French city in 2014 when we celebrated the 

centenary of the Great War. They were 

pronounced by the President of the French 

Republic, François Hollande, at the 

Australian War Memorial in 

November 2014. That was the first visit to 

Australia by a French President and he 

addressed these words to all the 

Australians who contributed to protecting 

our country and freedom. They are simple 

words: thank you. 
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Roy Chapman, on behalf of the President of 

the French Republic and under the powers 

conferred upon us, we hereby make you a 

Chevalier in the Legion of Honour. 

 

Ernest Dodemaide, on behalf of the 

President of the French Republic and under 

the powers conferred upon us, we hereby 

make you a Chevalier in the Legion of 

Honour. 

 

Peter Hughes, on behalf of the President of 

the French Republic and under the powers 

conferred upon us, we hereby make you a 

Chevalier in the Legion of Honour. 
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Ernest Truman, on behalf of the President 

of the French Republic and under the 

powers conferred upon us, we hereby make 

you a Chevalier in the Legion of Honour. 


