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Les liens d’échange et d’amitié entre la 
France et l’Australie sont anciens, pro-
fonds et multiples et ils se sont encore 
renforcés dans la période récente. 
L’année 2020 est l’occasion de les mettre 
en valeur grâce à une programmation 
culturelle exceptionnelle, témoignage 
de la richesse de la relation franco-aus-
tralienne. Durant toute l’année 2020 et 
sur l’ensemble du territoire australien, 
plus de trente-cinq projets majeurs per-
mettront d’attirer l’attention sur la forte 
présence de la France en Australie. La 
culture constitue une dimension essen-
tielle de notre partenariat et  des rela-
tions entre nos deux peuples. 
Chaque année l’Alliance Française 
French Film Festival rappelle l’ancien-
neté de la présence culturelle fran-
çaise dans ce pays ainsi que la force du 
réseau des Alliances Françaises, ancien 
et dense sur l’ensemble du territoire 
australien. L’un des principaux événe-
ments culturels annuels australiens, et 

The multiple bonds of friendship 
and exchange between France and 
Australia are old and run deep, and 
have been further strengthened in 
recent times. The year 2020 presents 
an opportunity to highlight these 
bonds thanks to an exceptional cultural 
program - a testimony to the richness 
of the Franco-Australian relationship. 
Throughout 2020 and across Australia, 
more than thirty-five major projects 
will draw attention to France’s strong 
presence in Australia. Culture is an 
essential dimension of our partnership 
and of the relationship between our 
two populations.
Each year, the Alliance Française French 
Film Festival reminds us of the age of 
the presence of French culture in this 
country and of the strength of the 
long-established and dense network 
of Alliances Françaises throughout 
Australia. One of the main annual 
Australian cultural events and the 

le plus important festival dédié aux films 
français dans le monde, a fêté en 2019 
ses trente ans avec un nouveau record 
de fréquentation (après avoir conquis 
40 000 nouveaux spectateurs ces cinq 
dernières années).
En 2020, l’amitié et la fidélité de nos 
partenaires culturels nous permettent 
d’offrir au public australien une program-
mation de très grande qualité, réunis-
sant les plus grands noms de la création 
artistique et des institutions culturelles 
françaises en Australie. 
En 2021, la France accueillera à son 
tour les plus grands talents artistiques 
australiens pour une saison « Australia 
Now » tout aussi enthousiasmante. 2020 
marque donc le début de deux ans de 
festivités culturelles entre nos deux pays 
et confirme que notre relation est réso-
lument tournée vers l’avenir.

Bonne année 2020, vive l’amitié 
franco-australienne !

most significant festival dedicated to 
French films in the world, the festival 
celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2019 
with a new attendance record (after 
reaching 40,000 new spectators over 
the last five years).
In 2020, the friendship and loyalty of 
our cultural partners allows us to offer 
the Australian public very high quality 
programming, bringing together the 
biggest names in artistic creation and 
French cultural institutions in Australia.
In 2021 France will, in turn, welcome 
the greatest artistic talents of Australia 
for an equally exciting “Australia Now” 
season. 2020 therefore marks the 
start of two years of cultural festivities 
between our two countries and confirms 
that our relationship is resolutely turned 
towards the future.

Happy new year 2020, and long live the 
Franco-Australian friendship!

H.E MR CHRISTOPHE PENOT
Ambassadeur de France  
en Australie
Ambassador of France  
to Australia



Il n’y avait pas de nom plus pertinent 
que French Waves pour baptiser cette 
extraordinaire saison de culture française 
en Australie en 2020. Culture française 
en Australie? Le terme est réducteur. Il 
y a dans ces French Waves une circula-
tion fluide et vive de talents entre deux 
pays mais aussi entre ces deux pays 
amis et le reste du monde. Prise dans 
les courants perturbés de ce siècle, la 
création contemporaine est une éner-
gie qui force les frontières et éclate 
les pratiques. Poètes, vidéastes, musi-
ciens, sculpteurs, Laure Prouvost, Tarek 
Lakhrissi, Mohamed Bourouissa, Tarek 
Atoui et Joël Andrianomessoa sont tout 
cela à la fois et invités par Brook Andrew 
pour une très attendue 21e édition de 
la Biennale de Sydney. Camille Henrot, 
Clément Cogitore, Jean-Luc Moulène, 
Paul Rousteau et Thu Van Tran complé-
teront ce tableau de l’art contemporain 
d’avant-garde au travers d’expositions 
et résidences passionnantes.
Quatre années d’échange avec le Centre 
Pompidou aboutiront enfin à l’expo-
sition Matisse : Life and Spirit à la Art 
Gallery of New South Wales de Sydney 
tandis que le public de Melbourne 
découvrira un autre inclassable, Pierre 
Bonnard à la National Gallery of Victoria 
de Melbourne.
Les vagues musicales françaises les plus 
toniques déferleront aussi sur cette 

No other name is more fitting than 
“French Waves” for the extraordinary 
upcoming season of French culture 
in Australia in 2020. French culture in 
Australia, you say? There is so much 
more to be said. In French Waves, talent 
circulates vividly between not only two 
countries, but two countries who are 
friends, and beyond to the rest of the 
world. Caught up in the turbulent waters 
of this century, contemporary creation 
is an energy force that pushes bor-
ders and shakes up common practices. 
Combining poetry, video, music and 
sculpture, multidisciplinary artists Laure 
Prouvost, Tarek Lakhrissi, Mohamed 
Bourouissa, Tarek Atoui and Joel 
Andrianomessoa have been invited by 
Brook Andrew to the much-anticipated 
21st Sydney Biennale. Camille Henrot, 
Clément Cogitore, Jean-Luc Mouléne, 
Paul Rousteau and Thu Van Tran com-
plete this avant-garde contemporary art 
circle with fascinating exhibitions and 
residencies.
Following four years of exchange with 
Paris’ Pompidou Centre, the exhibition 
“Matisse: Life and Spirit” is finally making 
its way to the Art Gallery of New South 
Wales in Sydney, while Melbournians 
can indulge in the works of another 
incomparable artist, Pierre Bonnard, at 
the National Gallery of Victoria.
This season, the most exciting waves 

saison, en ondulations à la fois contem-
poraines et classiques. 2020 verra sur 
scène la première co-production entre 
l’Adelaide Festival et le Festival d’art 
lyrique d’Aix-en-Provence, le surpre-
namment très vivant et résolument 
contemporain Requiem de Mozart par 
Romeo Castellucci. Les Arts florissants 
souffleront leurs 40 bougies en Australie 
tandis que la fine fleur de la musique 
actuelle se retrouvera à la désormais 
traditionnelle fête So Frenchy So Chic à 
Sydney et Melbourne. 
Contemporanéité et tradition formeront 
la double dynamique célébrant la venue 
exceptionnelle du Ballet de l’Opéra de 
Paris à Brisbane tout comme celle du 
Ballet de l’Opéra de Lyon à Adélaïde.
Deux mouvances de la mise en scène 
contemporaine s’exprimeront sur les 
scènes australiennes : le poétiquement 
politique d’Olivier Py avec ses deux 
mises en scène pour Opera Australia  
(Lohengrin et La Juive) et la fresque 
familiale à succès de la franco-vietna-
mienne Caroline Nguyen  (Saïgon enfin 
à Melbourne). Le film français sera jus-
tement, comme chaque année depuis 
31 ans, célébré par l’Alliance Française 
French Film Festival avec une édition 
2020 résolument ouverte sur le monde, 
accessible à toutes les générations et 
socialement engagée.
Plus que jamais la pensée et la prise de 
recul sur le monde doivent irriguer toute 
programmation culturelle. C’est pour-
quoi 2020 sera l’occasion de la première 
Nuit des Idées en Australie à l’Opéra 
de Sydney puis à Byron Bay. Venus de 
France et d’Australie, philosophes, écri-
vains, activistes, artistes, scientifiques et 
performeurs échangeront avec le public 
sur cette fascinante, parfois perturbante 
et toujours stimulante expérience : Être 
vivant.
Bienvenue en 2020.

of both contemporary and classical 
French music will also shine. This year, 
the very first co-production between the 
Adelaide Festival and the Festival d’art 
lyrique d’Aix-en-Provence will take the 
stage - the surprisingly lively and decid-
edly contemporary Mozart Requiem by 
Romeo Castellucci. What’s more, Les 
Arts florissants will be celebrating their 
40th anniversary in Australia, while the 
finest contemporary music will be on 
show at the well-established So Frenchy 
So Chic festival in both Sydney and 
Melbourne. 
Tradition and contemporaneity will join 
hands in celebration for the grand arrival 
of the Paris Opera Ballet in Brisbane and 
the Lyon Opera Ballet in Adelaide.
Two movements in contemporary stag-
ing will be brought to Australian audi-
ences: Olivier Py’s poetically political 
work with his two productions for Opera 
Australia (Lohengrin and La Juive) and 
the successful family saga by Franco-
Vietnamese Caroline Nguyen (Saigon, 
finally in Melbourne).
As for the past 31 years, the Alliance 
Française French Film Festival will be 
celebrating our 2020 edition with an 
open, worldly view and strong social 
engagement, to be enjoyed by people 
of all ages.
Now more than ever, reflection and 
stepping back to appreciate our world 
anew should underlie all cultural pro-
gramming. This is why this 2020 season 
will play host to the first Night of Ideas 
in Australia at the Sydney Opera House 
and then in Byron Bay. Philosophers, 
writers, activists, artists, scientists and 
performers from France and Australia, 
along with the public, will discuss the 
fascinating, sometimes disturbing and 
ever stimulating experience of being 
alive.
Welcome to 2020.

PHILIPPE PLATEL
attaché culturel
Ambassade de France  
en Australie 
cultural attaché
Embassy of France  
to Australia
directeur artistique  
artistic director
Alliance Française  
French Film Festival



GENE SHERMAN
director of SCCI

Historically speaking  the French con-
nection to Britain moved seamlessly 
to the Antipodes in recent times, 
although Australia’s pressing need to 
connect economically with the Asia 
Pacific resulted in a partial pivot from 
Europe to our region, France never 
ever lost its allure.

Australians deeply appreciate the coun-
try’s highly sophisticated, long- stand-
ing cultural practices, as well as its 
strong determination to focus on  inno-
vation in all forms of cultural expression. 
The widely dispersed Francophone 
world, firmly anchored in its pivotal 
European setting, continues to excite, 
influence and impress us in Australia. 

BROOK ANDREW
artist, artistic director of NIRIN,  
22nd Biennale of Sydney

I very much feel that France is another 
home – close to my heart and creative/
intellectual stimulation. The passion that 
pours around and attracts me is not 
only the connection to museums and 
dear friends who have welcomed me 
with gusto, but a dedication generally 
in French culture to mull over and con-
front histories, culture and protest, to 
open avenues to rethinking and at times 
risking all for a bit of chaos that in many 
ways I believe heals, just like President 
Macron’s stance on restitution of African 
and other cultural objects collected in 
French museums. I honour these polari-
ties and taking chances on new thoughts 
and ideas that need to occur to shape 
alternative futures for all. My gallerist 
Nathalie Obadia and many artist friends, 
and those in museums, the academies 
and cultural centres inspire me, Paris 
has always been a magnet for thought, 
change and culture.

LEO SCHOFIELD
journalist

As artistic director of major festivals 
in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane, 
I cannot recall ever assembling a pro-
gram without significant representative 
work from France.

Les Talens lyriques, Les Arts florissants, 
Jean-Baptiste Thierrée and Victoria 
Chaplin’s irresistible Le Cirque invisi-
ble, the great French soprano Francoise 
Pollet in Berlioz’s La Damnation de Faust 
conducted by Yan Pascal Tortelier and, 
the crowing glory, the great Ballet de 
l’Opéra national de Paris who appeared 
for the first time ever in Australia in 2009 
and have made three subsequent visits 
with a fourth to Brisbane in 2020! 

As honoured guests, these great com-
panies and artists have added lustre not 
only to our programs but also to France. 

RACHEL HEALY and NEIL ARMFIELD
artistic directors of Adelaide Festival

Since we were appointed in 2015 to 
curate the Adelaide Festival for 2017 
and beyond, we have regularly turned to 
France to find thrilling new work in thea-
tre, in music theatre, in circus, in dance, 
in ideas... (It’s not just a coincidence that 
avant-garde is a French word!) 

Each year we take up residence in 
Provence for the festivals in Avignon 
and in Aix and of course this year we cel-
ebrate the first of our three coproduc-
tions with the greatest opera festival in 
the world Festival international d’art lyri-
que d’Aix-en-Provence with Castellucci’s 
visionary staging of Mozart’s Requiem.

It is through the arts that a civilisation 
defines itself, and no country nurtures 
and promotes its arts with such pride 
and tender care as France. Australia 
has so much to learn from this deeply 
cultured nation. 
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LA NUIT DES IDÉES
THE NIGHT OF IDEAS

ideas  30-31 January
SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE, UTZON ROOM ,  SYDNEY NSW

BYRON BAY  IN PARTNERSHIP WITH BYRON WRITERS FESTIVAL

Founded five years ago by the Institut Français 
in Paris, La Nuit des Idées (the Night of Ideas) 
has grown into a global celebration of arts, cul-
ture, science and philosophy. Now, for the first 
time, Sydney will be part of this international 
festival. The theme for 2020 is “Being Alive”, so 
expect a vibrant, cross cultural and interdiscipli-
nary conversation about life, the universe… and 
everything.
Sydney Opera House, Byron Writers Festival 
and the French Embassy in Australia will bring 
an intellectual Parisian flavour to Sydney and 
Byron Bay at two special one-night events at 
Sydney Opera House open the 30th January and 
in Byron Bay on the 31st :
Dr. Thierry Hoquet, professor of Philosophy 
of Science focusing on eighteenth-century and 
nineteenth-century natural history, Darwin 
and the history of Darwinisn and the concept 
of sex in biology.
Fabrice de Rotrou writer and Dj who has writ-
ten the first dictionary in the world of Disco, 
the Disco Dico and will talk about activism in 
Disco.
Olivia Rosenthal, writer, performer and Eryck 
Abecassis, musician who will perform their 
Macadam Animal : Rats.
Richard Bell, activist, artist who works across 
video, painting, installation and text to pose 
provocative, complex and humorous challenges 
to our preconceived ideas of Aboriginal art.
Karlie Noon a Gamilaraay academic and STEM 
communicator specialising in astronomy 

and astrophysics at the Australian National 
University. 
Janet Laurence, Sydney-based Australian artist 
exploring notions of art, science, imagination, 
memory and loss.

In Byron Bay, Thierry Hoquet, Olivia 
Rosenthal, Eryck Abecassis and Fabrice de 
Rotrou will be joined by Dr. Bronwyn Bancroft, 
Damon Gameau and Kate McDowell.
Dr. Bronwyn Bancroft is a proud Bundjalung 
Woman and Artist who has been exhibiting 
nationally and internationally for over three 
decades. Bronwyn has a diverse artistic practice 
including public art commissions and imagery 
design for private commission. 
Damon Gameau is a film director, producer, 
author and activist. In 2015 he released his first 
feature film That Sugar Film and most recently, 
the documentary 2040 which examines what 
the world could look like in 2040 if the best 
solutions that exist today across environment, 
community, food and design were implemented 
right now. 
Kate McDowell is a writer and performer based 
in regional northern NSW, collaborating with 
diverse artists at home and abroad. Kate holds 
a postgraduate diploma in writing for perfor-
mance from the National Institute of Dramatic 
Art (NIDA).

sydneyoperahouse.com
byronwritersfestival.com
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ROMANCES INCIERTOS 
UN AUTRE ORLANDO

NINO LAISNÉ and 
FRANÇOIS CHAIGNAUD

Theatre   21–26 January
SYDNEY FESTIVAL, CARRIAGEWORKS

SYDNEY NSW
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Choreographer-dancer-singer François Chaignaud and four peri-
od-instrument musicians slice through Spanish History from the 
Golden Age to the 21st century, in a joyously theatrical blend of 
Baroque music, cabaret, flamenco, and gender play.
Chaignaud gives life to three luminous, romantic characters from 
Spanish drama, poetry and folklore: Doncella Guerrera, who 
sets out for war dressed as a man; the poet Garcia Lorca’s ambig-
uous archangel San Miguel; and the free-spirited dancer Tarara, 
an Andalusian Roma disappointed by love and hiding a secret 
androgyny.
In three fabulously-costumed acts, encircled by rich tapestries, 
Chaignaud is in a near constant state of physical and vocal meta-
morphosis, displaying extraordinary range in each discipline. The 
music accompanying these “uncertain romances” – Spanish mel-
odies from the 16th and 17th centuries – is conjured live on stage by 
four musicians playing period instruments, including the bando-
neon, Baroque guitar and viola da gamba.
Inspired by Virginia Woolf’s Orlando, the Elizabethan courtier 
who undergoes a mysterious change of sex and lives for over 300 
years, Chaignaud’s “opera-ballet” is a love letter to centuries of 
Spanish culture and an odyssey of a shape-shifting body that slices 
through the centuries.

sydneyfestival.org.au
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TWO CREWS
NICK POWER

RIDDIM NATION
LADY ROCKS

 Dance  8-12 January (Sydney)
10–14 March (Adelaide)

SYDNEY FESTIVAL,  CARRIAGEWORKS
SYDNEY NSW

ADELAIDE FESTIVAL
ADEL AIDE SA

Contemporary dance innovator Nick Power’s brand-new collab-
oration brings together two leading dance crews for an exhilarat-
ing immersion in global hip hop dance culture.  

All-female Parisian crew Lady Rocks specialises in intricately 
choreographed and combative battle sets. Sydney group Riddim 
Nation blends Pacifika, African and Asian influences into its 
eclectic and cheeky style.

Each crew is unique, but both find power, expression and camara-
derie in the ever-evolving global language of hip hop dance.

Collaborating for the first time in a cypher set to music by Sydney 
composer Jack Prest, Two Crews puts Lady Rocks and Riddim 
Nation to the test in a high energy display of fierce style, crew tac-
tics and party rocking fun and funk.

sydneyfestival.org.au
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À Ô LÀNG PHÔ
VIETNAMESE BAMBOO 

CIRCUS
Physical theatre 27–29 February

ARTS CENTER MELBOURNE
MELBOURNE VIC

Few works can claim to have pioneered a new art form, but À 
Ố Làng Phố has left audiences the world over enthralled by the 
extraordinary possibilities conjured when bamboo and circus 
meet.
Bamboo Circus is a style of performance unlike anything witnessed 
before: just as bamboo bends without breaking, so too do the 
astonishing acrobats at the centre of this work perform dizzying 
feats of strength and agility, all the while sharing the stage with 
a constantly shifting set constructed entirely from the familiar 
wood.
Directed by former Cirque du Soleil choreographer Tuấn Lê and 
set to a live score featuring traditional Vietnamese music and con-
temporary sounds, this vibrant portrait of a world in motion is 
full of laughter, thrills and undeniable charm.
Audiences of all ages will be spellbound by the extraordinary the-
atrical imagination of À Ố Làng Phố, and left buzzing with the 
energy of Vietnam.

asiatopa.com.au

©NGUYEN THE DUONG
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The work of three women, all seminal figures in contemporary 
dance, converges on a single piece of music in this unique program 
that has wowed critics and audiences worldwide.
American Lucinda Childs and Belgian Anne Teresa 
De Keersmaeker established their reputations in the 1970’s with 
their uncanny ability to visually match the music of minimalists 
like Glass and Reich. Maguy Marin may now be the Grande 
Dame of French dance but the fierce radicalism of her early 80’s 
work remains undimmed. She is the only choreographer ever to 
have directly collaborated with Beckett.
Over the years each has taken on the same fearsome musical 
challenge: The Great Fugue for strings –that enigmatic and ever-
confronting masterwork by Beethoven, which Glenn Gould 
dubbed “the most astonishing piece in musical literature”. Here, 
their interpretations are performed back to back by the Lyon 
Opera Ballet with stunning virtuosity.
The three works – each to a different recording – couldn’t 
be more varied. Childs: elegant and mathematically precise, 
De Keersmaeker: wild and free-spirited, Marin: an earthy, reckless 
blood red rage against death.

adelaidefestival.com.au

LYON OPERA BALLET
TROIS GRANDES FUGUES  

LUCINDA CHILDS
ANNE TERESA DE KEERSMAEKER

MAGUY MARIN
dance  6–7 March
 ADELAIDE FESTIVAL

ADEL AIDE SA

©BERTRAND-STOFLETH
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THE GIANT PUPPETS
CIE ARCHIBALD 

CARAMANTRAN
Physical theatre   6-9 March

WOMADELAIDE
ADEL AIDE SA

While technology shrinks our world and continents and cultures 
seem to be drifting further apart, WOMADelaide, over four days 
in Adelaide Botianic Park, expands our horizons and brings us 
closer to our global neighbours. The universal languages of music, 
arts and dance are central to the eclectic riches to be found in one 
immersive, joyous and luminescent festival.
This year WOMADelaide has invited the French company 
Archibald Caramantran, thanks to the support of the Embassy of 
France in Australia.
This street theatre company is dedicated to itinerant, dreamlike 
performances, where they invite audiences to interact with their 
delightful four-metre high articulated puppets. Le Caramantran 
is a collective of carnival artists – stilt walkers, musicians, comedi-
ans, puppeteers, constructors and sculptors – moved by the desire 
to surprise and unearth the poetry in everyday life.

womadelaide.com.au
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French artistic collective Compagnie Carabosse are renowned for 
their spellbinding illuminations of public sites all over the world, 
from Stonehenge in England to Moscow’s Kremlin Square, from 
Hue Bridge in Vietnam to Pont du Gard in the south of France. 
For the last 20 years, Compagnie Carabosse has transformed 
these extraordinary landscapes into mesmerising wonderlands 
of firelight, kinetic sculptures and live music. Their show at the 
2018 Melbourne Festival sold out weeks prior and attracted over 
30,000.
Over four magical nights the city’s Botanic Garden, already a 
charmed space once the sun has set, will become a dreamspace 
of mystery and revelation fashioned from thousands of individual 
flames.
Carabosse paint with the palette of fire – its colour, warmth, 
sound and scent; the stuff of our dreams and rituals for millen-
nia. Their luminary alchemists create site-specific sculptured 
landscapes from nearly 7000 handcrafted giant candles. Strolling 
through them is a feast for the senses: mammoth spheres of leap-
ing flames, sculptures that flicker and dance, fiery urns that cause 
shadows to play and a soundtrack every bit as brilliant as the 
garden itself. Making your way through this dense and wondrous 
garden is both a personal journey full of surprises and a shared 
experience of elemental forces in full effect.

adelaidefestival.com.au

FIRE GARDENS   
CIE CARABOSSE

Outdoor installation 12-15 March
 ADELAIDE FESTIVAL

ADEL AIDE SA

©REGINA MARCENKIENE
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SAÏGON
CAROLINE GUIELA NGUYEN and 

LES HOMMES APPROXIMATIFS
Theatre  12–15 March

ARTS CENTRE MELBOURNE
MELBOURNE VIC

When director Caroline Guiela Nguyen’s Saïgon premiered at 
Avignon Festival in 2017, the deeply moving family saga of exile 
and longing quickly became the hottest ticket at the world’s larg-
est theatre festival.
Staged in a restaurant, the story swings between Saigon in 1956, 
as French colonialists leave Vietnam, and Paris in 1996, when 
Vietnamese exiles started returning to their homeland. It is a sear-
ing and evocative portrait of lives uprooted and homes remade, 
with a cast of 11 characters whose paths trace lines across history 
and space.
Compared to Wong Kar-wai’s In the Mood for Love, Saïgon is 
both epic in scale and heart-rending in its intimacy – it is a rare 
work of universal theatre that speaks across cultures. Its young 
French-Vietnamese director spent two years gathering stories 
in Paris and Saigon to create this compelling drama, which has 
provoked audiences the world over into tearful standing ovations. 
This bittersweet tale of love, loss and reunion is exclusive to Asia 
TOPA Festival.

Gripping and profound… magnificent Télérama
This is a play like no other Le Monde

Performed in French and Vietnamese with English surtitles 
asiatopa.com.au

©JEAN LOUIS FERNANDEZ
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ANTOINE DE SAINT-EXUPÉRY’S

THE LITTLE PRINCE
ANNE TOURNIÉ   CHRIS MOURON   TERRY TRUCK

Physical theatre 23-26 April
CAPITOL THEATRE

SYDNEY NSW

Direct from a sell-out season in Paris, comes one of the world’s 
most loved stories transformed into an extraordinary live event. 
The Little Prince combines dance, aerial acrobatics, and new tech-
nologies to create a dreamlike and poetic universe that is almost 
impossible to describe. Nearly 75 years after its release, The Little 
Prince remains the second most translated and one of the best-sell-
ing books in the world, and its sentiment remains as pertinent 
today as when it was first written: “What is essential is invisible to 
the eye, It is only with the heart that one can truly see”.
This contemporary adaptation of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s 
work is presented by Broadway Entertainment Group in associa-
tion with Sokol Entertainment and is directed by Anne Tournié. 
“I see it as melting pot from around the world and from different 
cultures, but in the end, we are all human with emotions, and 
The Little Prince is pure emotion,” said Director Anne Tournié.
With an incredible international cast, stunning sets, costumes, 
projections and all of the characters you know and love, immerse 
yourself in The Little Prince’s cosmic and fantastic world.

capitoltheatre.com.au/the-little-prince
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PARIS OPERA BALLET
RUDOLF NUREYEV

WILLIAM FORSYTHE
JEROME ROBBINS

CRYSTAL PITE
Dance   1-19 July

QPAC INTERNATIONAL SERIES 2020 
BRISB ANE QL

One of the world’s greatest ballet companies, Paris Opera Ballet, 
returns to Australia from 1 July 2020 as part of the QPAC 
International Series, only in Queensland.
 
The prestigious company is at the peak of its powers in the heart-
breaking tale of impossible love in Rudolf Nureyev’s Swan Lake. 
The season starts in spectacular style with a one-night-only 
Opening Gala of classical and contemporary works from the Paris 
Opera Ballet repertoire, and a spine-tingling program of contem-
porary works set to some of the most beautiful music ever written 
for ballet rounds out the 2020 QPAC International Series. Paris 
Opera Ballet will perform Parisienne Soirée, featuring unani-
mously acclaimed contemporary works by William Forsythe, 
Jerome Robbins and Crystal Pite to showcase the company’s 
dancing depth and introduce a new swathe of dance superstars 
for their Australian debuts.
 

Dreamlike and spiritual. One of the most beautiful jewels in the Paris 
Opera Ballet repertoire. A masterpiece of rare modernity.

Laurine Mortha, Bachtrack
www.qpac.com.au
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EDEN RESIDENCY 
PROJECT

OLGA KISSELEVA and 
FORM DANCE COMPANY

pluridisciplinary residency

December 2020–January 2021
BUNDANON TRUST AND PARRAMATTA NSW

Parramatta-based dance company form partners with the French 
Embassy and Bundanon Trust to initiate a residency at Bundanon 
in December 2020-January 2021 with Paris-based Russian artist 
Olga Kisseleva and Australian artistic collaborators, including 
choreographers/dancers. Olga Kisseleva is a cross-disciplinary 
artist who employs various media, including video, immersive vir-
tual reality, the web, wireless technology, performance, large-scale 
art installations and interactive exhibitions. Olga was an artist 
in residence in 2019 at Bundanon as part of the French Artist in 
Residence - FAR Bundanon-Australia program. Olga proposes to 
continue her work on e d e n (Ethical Durable Ecology Nature), 
a new kind of organic network based on vegetal medium in col-
laboration with form Dance Projects artists. Olga is specifically 
interested in fostering communication between the threatened 
Australian Wollemi Pine species (found in the Wollemi Natural 
Park in North Western Sydney) and a species of resilient tree 
found in France.  The residency is a first step towards presenting 
a site-responsive large scale multidisciplinary environmental pro-
duction in a festival context in 2022.  
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31ST ALLIANCE 
FRANÇAISE FRENCH

FILM FESTIVAL
Cinema  10 March–16 April

SYDNEY, MELBOURNE, C ANBERRA , BRISB ANE, 
PERTH, ADEL AIDE, BYRON B AY, HOB ART,  

PARRAMAT TA, AVOC A BE ACH

Following the historical success of the 30th edition which gathered 
more than 195,000 viewers, the Alliance Française French Film 
Festival is held in 2020 in 10 cities from 10 March until 16 April. 
Since its creation in 1989, it has become a major Australian cultural 
event in the cinema industry and the largest Festival dedicated to 
French Films in the world: the local public represents more than 
80% of the audience. This year the program features 49 films from 
prodigies (Ladj Ly, Justine Triet, Grand Corps Malade, Quentin 
Dupieux, Bertrand Bonnello, Rebecca Zlotowski…) alongside 
those who inspired them (Jacques Demy, André Téchiné, Arnaud 
Desplechin…). Importantly, the line-up always takes into account 
all genres, tastes and ideas in order to ensure there is something for 
everyone, from the most loyal returning patrons to the youngest 
of spectators. Every year, the Festival is also the occasion for the 
audience to engage with revered guests, actors and film directors 
from France. These special moments and encounters are what the 
Festival is all about: immersing the audience in a unique experi-
ence that goes beyond simply watching a film.
The Festival is organized by the Alliance Française network in 
Australia, in partnership with the French Embassy, Palace cine-
mas, distributing partners and with the support of Unifrance.

affrenchfilmfestival.org
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SO FRENCHY
SO CHIC

Music festival  12 January
MELBOURNE VIC

18 January
   SYDNEY NSW

The 2020 edition of So Frenchy So Chic in the Park, held in 
Melbourne on 12th January (Werribee Park) and in Sydney on 
18th January (Bicentennial Park Glebe) stands as a major event 
for current french music broadcasting in Australia. Created and 
produced by the independent label Cartell Music, founded by 
Jean-François Ponthieux, the festival is supported by the Institut 
Français, Bureau Export and the Embassy of France in Australia. 

This year the 8000 spectators will meet the new Gallic disco 
queen Corine, uncover new music from French royalty Lou 
Doillon, celebrate Nouvelle Vague’s 15th anniversary, fall in love 
with the ever soulful Tété and dance along with Philippe Cohen 
Solal’s (Gotan Project) DJ set. 

Beginning in Australia and now expanding to London, So Frenchy 
So Chic is a great day out for all ages. Guests can relax with friends 
and enjoy French delicacies or take the whole family to enjoy the 
sounds of France waft over the grounds. 

sofrenchysochic.com
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LOU DOILLON
CONCERT IN PERTH

Music  14 January
ROSEMOUNT HOTEL

NORTH PERTH WA

A soliloquy gives a voice to inner thoughts. With her new album, 
Lou Doillon reveals more of herself than ever. “I had a desire to be 
more upfront” she says of Soliloquy, her third album, the follow-up 
of the globally successful Places and Lay Low. Soliloquy marks a new 
way of working. By seeking producers who would bring diverse 
points of view, she has found new ways to frame her songs and 
new ways to articulate the emotions driving them without sac-
rificing her trademark immediacy and intimacy. The voice – 
expressive and smoky – is as ever hers and hers alone.
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CÉDRIC TIBERGHIEN
IN RECITAL

SYDNEY SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA

Classical music  14 September
CITY RECITAL HALL

SYDNEY NSW

This recital is a variation on the theme of Beethoven devised by 
the brilliant French pianist Cédric Tiberghien. His refinement 
of sound and searching intelligence equip him for the mercurial 
beauty of this music. 
The shadow of Beethoven loomed hugely over the composers 
who followed him; Robert Schumann felt his inescapable influ-
ence more strongly than most. The measured tread of the theme 
from the second movement of Beethoven’s Symphony No.7 
becomes an obsessive idee fixe in Schumann’s Etude-Variations, 
a rarely-heard virtuoso barnstormer of fantastical intricacy and 
imagination. The noble theme of the Geistervariationen from the 
tragic final months of Schumann’s life was, the composer believed, 
dictated to him by an angel.
Beethoven was a master of the theme and variation form, and 
‘lighter’ sets find him at his wittiest and most relaxed, embroider-
ing popular tunes of the day. Schoenberg and Webern, for their 
part, continued Beethoven’s discovery of new territories of musi-
cal expression at the piano.

sydneysymphony.com
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MOZART ON SCREEN
THE MAGIC FLUTE

COSI FAN TUTTE
DON GIOVANNI

Music February
ALLIANCES FRANÇAISES,

MELBOURNE AND ADEL AIDE

2020 is first ever year we will see a co-production between the 
Festival d’art lyrique d’Aix-en-Provence and the Adelaide 
Festival. This is an opportunity for audiences of the Alliances 
Françaises d’Australie to experience three of the most beautiful 
productions by the prestigious Aix-en-Provence festival on the 
big screen, free of charge. Given that Mozart’s Requiem directed 
by Romeo Castelucci (see page 48) will take the stage in Adelaide 
in March, the French Embassy and the Alliances Françaises shall 
join forces with the Festival d’art lyrique to bring you the follow-
ing three productions, along with educational support about the 
music of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart:
– The Magic Flute, 2014 production, director: Simon McBurney, 
musical director: Pablo Heras-Casado
– Cosi Fan Tutte, 2016 production, director: Christophe Honoré, 
musical director: Louis Langrée
– Don Giovanni, 2017 production, director: Jean-François 
Sivadier, musical director: Jérémie Rhorer

IN ADELAIDE
Adelaide University, 12th February: Don Giovanni
Adelaide University, 13th February: Cosi Fan Tutte
Flinders University, 4th March: The Magic Flute
IN MELBOURNE 
at the Alliance Française, St Kilda (open air screenings):
14th February: Don Giovanni 
21st February: Cosi van Tutte 
28th February: The Magic Flute

afmelbourne.com.au   -    af.org.au



48

REQUIEM
W. A. MOZART

DIRECTED BY 

ROMEO CASTELLUCCI
Opera 28 February-4 March

ADELAIDE FESTIVAL
ADEL AIDE SA

The 2020 Adelaide Festival opera centerpiece is Requiem. The 
fresh staging of Mozart’s musical masterwork is the first pro-
duction born from the partnership between Adelaide Festival 
and Festival d’Aix-en-Provence. Pioneering international stage 
director Romeo Castellucci has utterly transformed the funeral 
mass into what Le Figaro described as “quite simply a great 
moment of poetry”. 
The colossal imagination of this visionary writer/director/
designer has astonished audiences the world over. His hallucina-
tory imagery provokes almost visceral responses, and, like music 
itself, manages to be revelatory and ineffable. When the house 
lights return it’s like waking from a powerful dream.
This production features the original Aix-en-Provence cast of 
internationally acclaimed soloists - Sara Mingardo (alto), Martin 
Mitterrutzner (tenor), Luca Tittoto (bass), alongside Australia’s 
rising global star Siobhan Stagg (soprano). Together with the 
Adelaide Symphony Orchestra led by Rory Macdonald, a 
chorus of 36 including Adelaide Chamber Singers and dancers 
from Adelaide’s own Australian Dance Theatre, they create a 
deeply moving ritual of life and death, extinction and the possi-
bility of rebirth.

adelaidefestival.com.au

PHOTOS COURTESY FESTIVAL D’AIX-EN-PROVENCE
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LAURA CLAUZEL and 
AYANA FUENTES UNO

in residency HILL END
Music Performance 18 April

RESIDENCY IN APRIL  • HILL END NSW

For the third time an artist residency is jointly organized by BRAG 
(Bathurst Regional Art Gallery) and the Embassy of France in 
Australia in Hill End in Central New South Wales, in the frame-
work of the FAR residency program of the Embassy. After visual 
artist Fabrice Cazenave in 2018 and writer Olivia Rosenthal in 
2019, singer-actor-musicians Laura Clauzel and Ayana Fuentes 
Uno will stay at the Murray’s Cottage in Hill End in April 2020 
and will perform their Hill End inspired songs at the end of the 
residency at the exquisite Royal Hall on the 18th of April.
Hill End owes its existence to the New South Wales gold rush 
of the 1850s, and at its peak in the early 1870s it had a popula-
tion estimated at 8,000. The town’s decline when the gold gave 
out was dramatic: by 1945 the population was 700 and now has 
dropped to 80. After painter Russell Drysdale discovered Hill 
End, it quickly became an artists’ colony and an incomparable 
environment for artists from overseas keen to experience a true 
Australian connection. 
Laura Clauzel and Ayana Funtes Uno’s careers have been focused 
on synchronizing and commingling the many aspects in artistic 
forms, which lead them to collaborate with cineasts, french writ-
ers, stage directors and musicians.

AYANA FUENTES UNO  
©CÉLINE NIESZAWER

LAURA CLAUZEL
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LA FINTA 
GIARDINIERA

W. A. MOZART
LES ARTS FLORISSANTS

Classical music   15 May
ADELAIDE FESTIVAL CENTRE SA

13 May
MELBOURNE RECITAL CENTRE VIC

State Opera of South Australia and Melbourne Recital Centre are 
proud to present the world’s pre-eminent Baroque ensemble, Les 
Arts florissants. They will perform in Adelaide for the first time in 
over 25 years.
William Christie’s Jardin des Voix (Garden of Voices) needs no 
introduction: it has become renowned world-over as an annual 
showcase of the brightest new stars of early music. It has launched 
the careers of Sonya Yoncheva, Lea Desandre, Marc Mauillon and 
Christophe Dumaux to name a few. As part of their 40th anni-
versary celebrations and world tour, Les Arts florissants presents 
Mozart’s opera La Finta Giardiniera, featuring the 2019 artists of le 
Jardin des Voix.

Conductor PAUL AGNEW - Director SOPHIE DANEMAN 
Sandrina: MARIASOLE MAININI; Serpetta: LAUREN LODGE 
CAMPBELL; Arminda: DEBORAH CACHET; Ramino: THÉO IMART; 
Il Contino Belfiore: MORITZ KALLENBERG; Il Podestà: RORY CARVER; 
Nardo: SRETEN MANOJLOVIC.

stateopera.com.au
melbournerecital.com.au

©JULIEN GAZEAU
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LES TALENS LYRIQUES
and SIOBHAN STAGG
Classical music  November

AUSTRALIAN TOUR

The extraordinary French baroque ensemble Les Talens lyriques 
pairs with Australian soprano Siobhan Stagg in a program fit for 
18th century royalty, presented by Musica Viva.
As a child visiting Paris, Christophe Rousset demanded to be 
taken to the gorgeous Baroque palace and gardens of Versailles, 
now a byword for lavish ornamentation and luxurious decorative 
arts. It was the beginning of a brilliant career, and the inspiration 
for what has become his life’s work in the music of this era, first 
as a prodigious harpsichordist and then, since 1991, as the leader 
of his own extraordinary ensemble: Les Talens lyriques. To expe-
rience their performance is to understand why the French gave 
us so many words like élan and panache – words which equally 
describe the stunning virtuosity of Australian soprano Siobhan 
Stagg, their featured soloist on this tour.

Les Talens lyriques and Siobhan Stagg will embark on a 
national tour with Musica Viva in November 2020 : Adelaide 
(19 Nov), Brisbane (12 Nov), Canberra (25 Nov), Melbourne 
(10 Nov, 21 Nov), Perth (23 Nov), Sydney (7 Nov, 16 Nov)

musicaviva.com.au/lyriques-stagg
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LA JUIVE
FROMENTAL HALÉVY

DIRECTED BY

OLIVIER PY
Opera  14 July–7 August

SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE
SYDNEY NS

Opera Australia presents director Olivier Py’s production of 
Halévy’s epic opera La Juive is a moving look at love and perse-
cution. Set in 1930s France with elegant, monochromatic cos-
tumes, the production offers glimpses of the Holocaust to come. 
Impressive rotating sets fill the stage with a dark grandeur.
A young couple begin a dangerous, passionate affair. In their 
world, a Jew cannot love a Christian. The punishment is death. 
When it all comes out, Rachel faces two impossible choices. Deny 
her love, and save her lover. Deny her God, and save herself.
Secrets, sex and bitter religious rivalries lead to human tragedy on 
a grand scale. This is a rare chance to revel in the gorgeous music 
of one of the grand French operas. From stunning sacred choruses 
to impassioned arias, Halévy’s opera is a treat.
The score offers audiences the rare treat of two sopranos, two 
tenors and a world-class bass in leading roles, as well as many dra-
matic crowd scenes. Young sopranos Natalie Aroyan and Stacey 
Alleaume perform as Rachel and Princess Eudoxie. They both 
love the conflicted Prince Léopold (Shanul Sharma). Diego Torre 
is an impassioned Eléazar, Rachel’s father. He faces off against 
Roberto Scandiuzzi as the powerful Cardinal de Brogni.
Another stunning opera production by Olivier Py will be pre-
sented by Opera Australia in Melbourne in May 2020 : Richard 
Wagner’s Lohengrin.

opera.org.au

COURTESY OPERA DE LYON © STOFLETH



58

ALDEBERT 
ENFANTILLAGES

Music for children 26 April
MEMO MUSIC HALL

ST KILDA VIC

With songs for the whole family, the Enfantillages (Childishness) 
project, was created in 2008 by Aldebert. Over the past ten years 
or so, Enfantillages has attracted an ever-growing number of fans, 
both in album sales (600,000 copies sold) and through touring 
(1,000,000 tickets sold).
After three albums and two special editions (Christmas Childishness 
and 10 Years of Childishness), Aldebert is committed to recording a 
fourth album this year, due for release in spring 2021.
Nearly sixty French singers and actors have already joined forces 
with Guillaume (Aldebert) to perform duets with him, and for 
the new album, he will open up the realms of possibilities by 
bringing musicians and artists from all over the world together. 
He aims to create an album of songs coloured with the sounds of 
world instruments and tinged with foreign languages.
The album will also go ahead with a “Best Of” tour, beginning 
in autumn 2020 with the Indian Ocean in March, followed by 
Asia-Pacific in April. On stage, this unique performance brings 
together Aldebert (guitar and vocals), Christophe Darlot (key-
board and backing vocals), and Hubert Harel (drums, guitar, 
ukulele and backing vocals).
The Melbourne concert is organised by the Alliance Française 
de Melbourne in partnership with Caulfield Junior College and 
L’École française de Melbourne.

memomusichall.com.au
afmelbourne.com.au

aldebert.com
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MATISSE & PICASSO
Visual Art 13Dec. 2019–13 April 2020

NATIONAL GALLERY OF AUSTRALIA
C ANBERRA ACT

Matisse & Picasso is the first exhibition in Australia to tell the 
story of the artistic relationship between two of Europe’s greatest 
20th century artists.
Henri Matisse (1869-1954) and Pablo Picasso (1881-1973) met 
in 1906 and for more than half a century followed each other’s 
creative developments and achievements. The sustained rivalry 
between them was not only key to their individual success, it also 
changed the course of 20th century Western European art. 
This exhibition brings together masterpieces from collections 
across the world and includes paintings that will be on display in 
Australia for the first time.
Featuring more than 60 paintings and sculptures drawn from 
prestigious public and private collections internationally and in 
Australia, the exhibition also includes examples of the Gallery’s 
rich holdings of drawings, prints, illustrated books and costumes 
by Matisse and Picasso. Together, they reveal how and why these 
two giants of modern art mined each other’s work in order to 
enhance their own. 
Matisse & Picasso is exclusive to the National Gallery of Australia 
in Canberra. 

nga.gov.au
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NIRIN
22ND BIENNALE OF SYDNEY

Visual art  14 March-8 June
SYDNEY NSW

The 22nd Biennale of Sydney is an artist-and First Nation-led 
endeavour that will bring together artists, makers, scientists, aca-
demics and thinkers from around the world. They will deliver 
artworks, insights, ideas and projects that challenge dominant 
narratives, share Indigenous knowledge, displace conventional 
notions of the centre and reimagine the role of the arts institution.
Brook Andrew, one of Australia’s most distinguished artists, is 
Artistic Director of the exhibition, titled NIRIN. Meaning edge, 
NIRIN is a word of Brook’s mother’s Nation, the Wiradjuri 
people of western New South Wales.
Each visit to NIRIN will be a new and different experience. 
Through collaborative interventions, we will create a more inclu-
sive culture; one that brings together people from across the city, 
state, country and the world.

Seven artists born, living and working in France have been 
invited to participate in the 22nd Biennale of Sydney in 2020, 
titled NIRIN. They are: Joël Andrianomearisoa, Tarek Atoui, 
Mohamed Bourouissa, Josep Grau-Garriga, Tarek Lakhrissi, 
Laure Prouvost and Lily Hibberd.

biennaleofsydney.art

TAREK LAKHRISSI  
CAMÉLÉON CLUB, 2019 (detail) 
La Galerie - Centre d’art con-
temporain, Noisy-le-Sec, Paris, 
Photograph: Pierre Antoine, 
Courtesy the artist

LAURE PROUVOST  
INTO ALL THAT IS HERE, 2015, 
HD Video, 9 min 42. Video still. 
Courtesy the artist and Galerie 
Nathalie Obadia (Paris and Brussels), 
carlier | gebauer (Berlin and Madrid) 
and Lisson Gallery (London, New 
York, and Shanghai).

JOSEP GRAU-GARRIGA
ALTARPIECE OF THE HANGED 
PEOPLE, 1972-76, wool, cotton, 
pita, jute, synthetic fiber,  
1250 x 600 x 259 cm, Installation 
view (1979) at the Monastery of Sant 
Cugat del Vallès, Barcelona, Spain. 
Courtesy Esther and Jordi Grau. 
Photograph: Raimon Camprubí
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CLÉMENT COGITORE
Visual art  12 March-5 April

DOMINIK MERSCH GALLERY
SYDNEY NSW

In collaboration with the Embassy of France in Australia, Dominik 
Mersch Gallery is proud to host an exhibition of works by inter-
nationally-acclaimed artist and filmmaker Clément Cogitore from 
12 March-5 April 2020. Cogitore developed his artistic practice at 
the meeting point between cinema and contemporary art. He 
combines film, video, installations and photographs to question 
how society coexists with its own images and representations. 
More often than not, Cogitore’s works are presented as a question 
of rituals, collective memory, and representations of the sacred. 
Recently, Cogitore adapted an extract of Jean Philippe Rameau’s 
opera-ballet Les Indes Galantes in collaboration with Krump danc-
ers. The intensely physical and political bodies of these dancers 
re-shape the tribal dance of Rameau’s original libretto performed 
in Paris in 1723, re-staging young people dancing on the verge of a 
volcano. Dominik Mersch Gallery will be exhibiting a selection of 
video works and photographs alongside this award-winning film. 
In 2018, Clément Cogitore was awarded the prestigious Marcel 
Duchamp Prize for contemporary art. To celebrate its 350th 

anniversary, the Opéra national de Paris has entrusted Cogitore 
with staging the entirety of Jean-Baptiste Rameau’s opera ballet, 
Les Indes galantes.

dominikmerschgallery.com
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CAMILLE HENROT
RAGE FOR ORDER 

Visual Art  22 May–4 October
NGV INTERNATIONAL

MELBOURNE VIC

Camille Henrot will be celebrated in an Australian-first survey 
of the award-winning French-born, New York City-based con-
temporary artist, internationally renowned for multi-disciplinary 
work that takes a playful and inventive approach to addressing 
major existential questions, at the National Gallery of Victoria in 
May 2020.  
Camille Henrot: Rage for Order will feature the immersive room-
scale installation The Pale Fox, 2014, a companion piece to Henrot’s 
prize-winning film Grosse fatigue, 2013, for which she won the Silver 
Lion at the 55th Venice Biennale. Drawing on research Henrot 
undertook during a fellowship at the Smithsonian Institute in 
Washington DC in 2013, the installation features over 400 objects 
– many of them purchased via eBay – exploring the collective 
human yearning to make sense of our environment. 
Featuring key works created over the past decade, Camille 
Henrot: Rage for Order will premiere a group of new works on 
paper influenced by Henrot’s experience of first-time mother-
hood, alongside selected pieces referencing ikebana, the Japanese 
art of flower arrangement.   
The presentation will also feature the artist’s Interphone series 
of 3D printed telephone sculptures that explore humanity’s rela-
tionship to authority and technology. In these interactive works, 
Henrot invites visitors to pick up a customised telephone and 
respond to prompts such as ‘how to know if your partner is cheat-
ing’ or ‘what to do with an aggressive dog’.

From her early beginnings in animation, photography,  
and music video, Camille Henrot has gone on to become one  

of the world’s most thoughtful contemporary artists
Tony Ellwood, director, NGV 

ngv.vic.gov.au

COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND KAMEL MENNOUR, PARIS LONDON, KÖNIG GALERIE, BERLIN, METRO PICTURE, NEW YORK
 © ANDERS SUNE BORG

COURTESY CAMILLE HENROT
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PIERRE
BONNARD

Visual Art  5 June–4 October
NGV INTERNATIONAL

MELBOURNE VIC

The Melbourne Winter Masterpieces series at the National 
Gallery of Victoria will unveil Pierre Bonnard, an exclusive 
world-premiere exhibition developed in partnership with Paris’s 
Musée d’Orsay, presenting a much loved early 20th century artist 
in an immersive exhibition designed by award-winning architect 
and designer, India Mahdavi. 
Celebrated for paintings rendered with an iridescent palette, 
which captured intimate portrayals of domestic scenes and rural 
life, French-born Pierre Bonnard (1867-1947) was declared by his 
close friend Henri Matisse as ‘a great painter, for today and defi-
nitely also for the future’. 
With loans drawn from the Musée d’Orsay’s impressive collec-
tion of Bonnard’s work, along with significant loans from other 
museums in France, the exhibition will also include key works 
from Tate, London; The Museum of Modern Art, New York; 
National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.; Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston; and the Art Institute of Chicago. These will join works 
from Australian public collections, including the NGV’s own 
important early Bonnard painting, La Sieste (Siesta), 1900. 
“This collaboration with the NGV is an opportunity for us to 
reinforce the cultural legacy of a remarkable French artist and the 
incredible riches that are contained within the Musée d’Orsay 
Collection,” said Laurence des Cars, Director, Musée d’Orsay. 

https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au
PIERRE BONNARD, THE WINDOW 1925, OIL ON CANVAS, 108.6 X 88.6 CM, TATE, LONDON
PRESENTED BY LORD IVOR SPENCER CHURCHILL THROUGH THE CONTEMPORARY ART SOCIETY 1930 - EXHI059574 



72

ANTOINE+MANUEL
VIDEO INSTALLATION

130TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ALLIANCE 
FRANÇAISE MELBOURNE

projection mapping 19-20 June
ST KILDA

MELBOURNE VIC

The grande dame of Alliances Françaises in Australia, the 
Alliance Française de Melbourne, is celebrating its 130th birthday 
in 2020, and such a milestone calls for lights and music. For two 
exceptional nights, the Eildon Mansion at 51 Grey Street will be 
entrusted to two artists, Antoine+Manuel who will adapt their 
spectacular video installation entitled Animal onto the façade 
of the mansion, built in 1850, only 20 years after the city of 
Melbourne was founded. 
Antoine+Manuel created Animal in 2018 while undertaking a 
residency in Adelaide, where they were invited by the Alliance 
Française d’Adelaide, the French Embassy, and the University 
of Adelaide. During their time in Australia, the two artists took 
inspiration from the natural landscape and its wildlife to create 
this fantasy work that is in equal parts spectacular and poignant, 
in light of the bushfires that have recently ravaged many parts of 
the country. In addition to the video projections, the celebrations 
will include a homage to the people who have contributed to the 
history of the organisation, beginning with Berthe Mouchette 
– the association’s eponymous founder of the highly successful 
French poetry competition. 
The Alliance Française de Melbourne’s long-running history 
has established itself as the heart of France in Melbourne, and 
hopes to continue to support francophones and francophiles 
into the future.

Video intallation on 
the Alliance Française 
Melbourne (project)

ANIMAL, 2018,  
video installation, still

TURN MAURUURU 
GRACE, edition of 5, 
Greenaway Art Gallery, 
Adelaide 
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THU-VAN TRAN
IN RESIDENCY

MUMA FAR RESIDENCY
Visual Art  1-29 August 

MONASH UNIVERSITY MUSEUM OF ART
MELBOURNE VIC

In 2018, the Embassy of France, Australia and Monash University 
Museum of Art (MUMA) established a partnership to bring 
French artists to live and work in the heart of the art, design, archi-
tecture and gallery precinct of Monash University in Melbourne. 
Now in its third year, we are very pleased to welcome Thu-Van 
Tran in 2020. Tran was nominated for the Marcel Duchamp Prize 
in 2018 and her artworks feature in collections such as Musée 
national d’art moderne—Centre Pompidou, France; Frac-Île de 
France, France and Museum of the Louvre Abu-Dhabi, United 
Arab Emirates.
Tran’s work is often monumental in scale and includes sculpture, 
writing, film and installation. From the specificity of her migrant 
gaze, she explores legacies of colonialism and the pitfalls of glo-
balisation. Using malleable materials that are subject to print, 
transfer, dilution and transformation, Tran sets language into 
‘vibration’ and suggests a critical mobility of history. ‘Memory is 
our medium,’ she says, ‘and we live in the material.’
Tran will utilise the French Artist Residency—Melbourne-
Australia for new material explorations, as well as taking the 
opportunity to meet with curators and gallery directors here. She 
will present a public lecture on her work and run a master class 
with Monash post-graduate art students. 
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LAURE PROUVOST
Visual Art  19 September–22 November

ACCA INTERNATIONAL 2020
AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY ART

MELBOURNE VIC

In 2020, ACCA is delighted to be presenting the first Australian 
solo exhibition of internationally acclaimed French artist Laure 
Prouvost. Conceived as a total experience, centred around a new 
commission with related existing works, the exhibition will intro-
duce Australian audiences to the spirited, absorbing and frequent-
ly-humourous hallmarks of Prouvost’s diverse artistic practice.
Making an early name for herself for her idiosyncratic, inten-
tionally lo-fi and often surreal film works, Prouvost’s practice 
has expanded over recent years to include sound, performance, 
site-specific and immersive installations. A key theme uniting her 
diverse body of work is language – and thus, by extension, the 
inherent possibilities for communication and imagination, fic-
tions and falsehoods, deviations and slippages, as well as transla-
tion and the transference of meaning between and across cultures. 
For her exhibition at ACCA, Prouvost will transform the impos-
ing architecture of the exhibition space into a labyrinthine and 
other-worldly installation. At the centre of this rich assortment 
of architectural interventions, found objects, furniture, sculp-
tures, signs and drawings, will be a new commission produced 
especially for the exhibition. A site-specific installation, centred 
around a major film work, Prouvost’s new commission will com-
bine imagined personal memories with artistic and literary refer-
ences, inviting viewers to journey into the artist’s subconscious 
and expanding upon ideas of ambiguity, metaphor, abjection, 
family and the body that are explored in several of Prouvost’s early 
works, exhibited elsewhere in the exhibition. 

acca.melbourne

LAURE PROUVOST, RING, SING AND DRINK FOR TRESPASSING 2018,  PALAIS DE TOKYO

© ALEXANDRE GUIRKINGER
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JEAN-LUC
MOULÈNE

Visual Art  23 Sep. 2020–2 Aug. 2021
MONA

HOB ART TASMANIA

In his first Australian solo exhibition, internationally acclaimed 
French artist Jean-Luc Moulène will create sculptural works for 
Mona, highlighting wood from primeval Tasmanian forests buried 
underwater (HydroWood), ancient sedimentary stone, metal from 
the earth’s crust, and wax from everywhere. Elevating raw mate-
rial and deconstructing creative process, Moulène’s manifesta-
tions reveal phenomena of our time—natural, man-made, social, 
economical, political, and philosophical. 

Curated by Michel Blancsubé with Trudi Brinckman. 
Commissioned by Olivier Varenne. 

mona.net.au

©KLEINEFENN JEAN-LUC MOULÈNE, AXE, CHAGNY, 2016, COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND GALERIE CHANTAL CROUSEL, 
PARIS, PHOTO BY FRANCISCO KOCHEN
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PAUL ROUSTEAU
SEASCAPES

Visual Art  Dec. 2020–Feb. 2021
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM

SYDNEY NSW

French artist Paul Rousteau’s abstracted landscapes of optical illu-
sions, chromatic aberrations and meteorological mirages evoke 
the infinite array of shapes and colours – created by the meeting 
of air, water and light.
Invited by the Australian National Maritime Museum and the 
Embassy of France, Rousteau undertook a residency aboard 
hmb Endeavour on a voyage from Sydney to Noumea in 2019. 
The photographs he took during this voyage will be displayed in 
this illuminating exhibition at the Australian National Maritime 
Museum in Sydney. 
Paul Rousteau does not only show this ‘magic of life’. Between fan-
tasized visions and sublimed reality, he aims to question the verac-
ity of our perceptions. Contradicting the idea of a photographic 
reality where the visible would be king, he provokes breaches 
that let a hallucinated light penetrate in his apparatus. From the 
infinitely small to the infinitely large, he plays with scales, refer-
encing pictural masters and digital art alike. These hazy fictions 
glorify the nuances of the landscapes ‘filled with emptiness’. Paul 
Rousteau shows that in a single breath, it is possible to unify 
abstraction and figuration, painting and photography, the visible 
and the hidden.

sea.museum

NUÉES SUR LE GOLFE DU BENGALE

DUNES EN MER DU LEVANT

LEVÉ DE SOLEIL EN MER D’ARAL
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MATISSE
LIFE AND SPIRIT
MASTERPIECES FROM THE CENTRE POMPIDOU

Visual Art Nov. 2020–Mar. 2021
ART GALLERY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

SYDNEY NSW

Featuring over 100 works spanning six decades “Matisse: life & 
spirit, masterpieces from the Centre Pompidou, Paris” will be 
the greatest single exhibition of Matisse masterworks ever to be 
seen in Sydney. This unique exhibition will offer an extraordinary 
immersion in the range and depth of the art of Henri Matisse.

Encompassing his early adventures in colour as a Fauvist through 
to the serene designs for his chapel in Vence and triumphant cut-
outs, the exhibition reveals how Matisse renewed his vision time 
and again across his long career, seeking new ways of celebrating 
the seen world and expressing the energy he felt in it. Highlights 
include the especially important early work Le Luxe I 1907; the 
mid-career masterpiece Decorative figure on an ornamental 
ground 1925; and the majestic self-portrait, The sorrow of the 
king 1952, one of the largest of the famous cut-outs that the artist 
created in his late career.

Filled with brilliant colour, dynamic energy, visual joy and emo-
tional power, Matisse: life & spirit, masterpieces from the Centre 
Pompidou, Paris is an inspirational journey through the life and 
art of this ceaselessly inventive and life-affirming painter.

artgallery.nsw.gov.au
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SCCI FASHION and
ARCHITECTURE

HUBS
ideas  March and October

SYDNEY NSW

The Sherman Centre for Culture and Ideas (SCCI) is a Hub 
series fashioned as the newest evolution of the re-named 
Sherman Contemporary Art Foundation (SCAF, 2008-2017). 
SCCI launched in April 2018 with its inaugural Fashion and 
Architecture Hubs. SCCI returns in 2020 with new program-
ming for the Fashion Hub (19-28 March) and Architecture Hub 
(October 2020).
Through bi-annual programmes, SCCI seeks to elevate the con-
versation around fashion and architecture to prominence along-
side other forms of cultural expression. SCCI programmes explore 
intersections with these disciplines and the cultural, social, aes-
thetic and economic life of contemporary Asia Pacific.
Each ten-day festival brings 50 renowned local and international 
speakers from the Architecture and fashion fields. Each program 
features more than 30 themed events, from keynote talks to panel 
discussions, film screenings, tours and workshops. For the first 
Fashion Hub, SCCI invited former artistic director of the RMN 
Grand Palais, Paris, Emmanuel Coquery. French star architect 
Odile Decq was invited for the last Architecture Hub in 2019. 
Eminent French speakers for both 2020 Fashion and Architecture 
Hubs will be announced soon in early 2020. 

scci.org.au
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