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Honorable Senator Zed SESELJA, assistant minister for Finance  

Colleagues from the diplomatic corps, 

Representatives of the defence forces, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you on the occasion of the French National Day celebration. 

Thank you for being here. 

Our bilateral relationship with Australia has reached an unprecedented level of trust and 

friendship. President Macron and PM Morrison met recently in Portsmouth during the D-day 

celebrations and also in the sidelines of the G20 meeting in Osaka. There is a very high 

degree of political commitment on both sides to develop a strategic partnership which has 

already grown rapidly over the past few years. 

Defense and security remains of course the cornerstone of our partnership. The Future 

submarine program is on track and running well in Cherbourg and Adelaide after the 

signature last March of the first Design contract. In a few hours, Minister Reynolds will 

attend in Cherbourg the official launch of the Sufren-class new generation submarine which 

will soon be delivered to the French Navy. 

Our strategic dialogue has intensified on global as well as regional issues. We are working 

very closely together and with other allies in the fight against terrorism. Last year, France 

hosted the 1st Summit to tackle the problem of terrorism funding and we are very pleased 

that Australia has taken the baton from us, as the 2nd edition of the “No Money for Terror 

Summit” will take place in Melbourne next November.  

Last February, during the visit of our Minister for Higher Education Research and Innovation 

French and Australian universities signed more than 25 agreements in order to foster our 

research and academic cooperation in a number of areas, including space, energy, health 

and AI.     



These are but a few concrete examples of our increased engagement on a great range of 

issues and joint initiatives. But today, as we celebrate the unity of France’s diverse people, it 

is also a good opportunity to highlight France’s Indo-Pacific identity.  

For France, the Indo-Pacific region is a human and geographic reality. We are part of the 

region with 5 overseas territories. 90% of France’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) is located 

in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. The region as a whole is home to 1.5 million French people 

and to a significant naval and military presence.  

In his speech at Garden Island in Sydney on May 2018, President Macron set out the French 

strategy in the Indo-Pacific region. Our ambition is to act as an inclusive and stabilizing 

mediating power. In a context marked by the increasing threat to the rules-based 

international order, we want to seek an alternative: a stable, multipolar order based on the 

rule of law and free movement, a fair and efficient multilateralism. I know that we share the 

same vision with Australia.  

France is pursuing this Indo-Pacific strategy in coordination with its overseas territories and I 

am very pleased to have a delegate from New Caledonia’s government in the Embassy team 

since the beginning of this year. Let me mention also the growing engagement in the Pacific 

of the French Development agency, whose mandate was recently extended to the Small 

Island Developing States to support actions related to climate change adaptation and the 

protection of biodiversity. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Australia is at the heart of France’s Indo-Pacific strategy. We welcome 

the step-up policy developed by the Australian Government and we look forward to working 

together even more closely to address the challenges of the region and further enhance our 

strategic partnership.  

That concludes my speech. Please enjoy the reception  

Vive l’amitié franco-australienne !  


