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DISCOURS ANZAC DAY 2017 

Your Excellencies, 

Minister Gordon Ramsay, Representing the ACT 

Chief Minister, 

Vice Admiral Ray Griggs, Acting chief of Defence 

Force, 

The Honorable Gai Brodtmann MP, Representing 

the Shadow Minister for Veteran's Affairs and 

Defence Personnel, 

Mr Kerry Stokes, Chairman of the Australian War 

Memorial, 

Major General Rick Burr, representing the Chief 

of Army, 

Rear Admiral Michael Noonan, Representing the 

Chief of Navy, 

Air Vice-Marshal Andrew Dowse, Representing 

the Chief of Air Force 

Honourable Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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I am deeply honored, to commemorate 

together - on this 25th of April - the 102nd 

anniversary of the landing on Gallipoli in 1915. 

More than a century ago, one of the most 

deadly conflicts in history took place. We are here 

to revive the memory of this tragedy and to honor 

the heroic actions of the men and women who by 

their incredible display of courage, dedication, 

tenacity, and by sacrificing their lives shaped 

Australia as a nation. 

102 years ago, the young people of 

Australia set out for distant lands and after a long 

journey their first mission was to take the Gallipoli 

peninsula by force, in order to open the 

Dardanelles to the allied Navies.  

We all know the tactical details of this 

military engagement, the result of which was far 

from the expectations of those who had planned 

it. Today, I would especially like to recall the 

memory of our forebears, caught up in a tragedy 

that surpassed them as individuals, uniting them 
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as a group. Together, your diggers, our poilus, 

and our allies, faced an adversity that would 

reach a degree of violence that is still difficult for 

us to conceive. Together - is undoubtedly the 

word that best defines their commitment, the 

meaning of their cause.  

Together they landed. Together they 

fought. Together they stayed. Together, many 

paid the ultimate price. 

Coming from so far away, your men crossed 

the oceans to defend with their British and French 

brothers in arms, a common ideal of freedom. 

They were young, the future belonged to them. 

They offered what they held most dear: their lives.  

For their glorious sacrifice, we pay homage 

to them today in front of this memorial, a stone's 

throw away from the Australian War Memorial, 

whose walls keep forever the memory of those 

who fell together for the values of this great 

country of yours. "Together" then takes on a 

totally different dimension: through the struggle 
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they collectively led, our ancestors are the 

cement, of our nations. However sad and tragic it 

may have been, their sacrifice is not in vain, since 

it has made it possible to forge and establish a 

common foundation for an everlasting friendship. 

Thus, a symbol of gathering, Anzac Day is 

also an occasion to acknowledge the Battle of 

Villers-Bretonneux, the centenary which we will 

commemorate next year. On the 25th March 1918, 

the Australians saved Paris, and changed the fate 

of the war. 

Every year we will continue to gather, because it 

is our duty to pay tribute to our forebears, for our 

present is the future for which they fought and for 

which many perished.  

It is today our responsibility to 

commemorate this legacy, and also to pass it on  

to future generations, so that their sacrifice will 

never be forgotten. Even though the witnesses of 

these battles are no longer with us, we solemnly 

vow to continue to relate, to explain, so that in a 
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hundred years, before this same monument, the 

memory will be as vivid as it is this afternoon. 

Allow me to express the wish that each of 

us, contribute, within our means, through our lives 

and our actions, to be the worthy heir of the 

diggers and the Poilus.  

I have to stress that this bears a particular 

meaning for my country in the days ahead of us. 

But in the uncertain times we are living in, it is 

true to say that France and Australia are more 

than ever on the same side of history.  

Let me mention the war against terrorism 

and more broadly the protection of the values 

which we cherish most. Indeed, a few weeks 

before leaving this great land, it is for me a great 

matter of pride, and also of immense emotion, to 

say that we have never been as close as we are 

today and to know that the future will continue to 

unite us for the many decades to come.  
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It is therefore filled with gratitude, humility 

and also hope that, I propose to repeat together 

to the fallen of yesterday and today: Lest We 

Forget. 

 


