
 

 

101st COMMEMORATION SERVICE 
Of THE BATTLE OF FROMELLES 

(mardi 19 juillet 2017 – 11h00 – ANZAC Monument – Hyde park). 
 

 
Distinguished Guests, 
 
It is my privilege today to attend this ceremony in honor of the 
commemoration of the battle of Fromelles.  
 
Can we imagine the courage these young men needed to 
defend at the expense of their own lives - a land they did not 
know - thousands of miles away from their own? 
 
Is it worth recalling that more than 5,500 Australian soldiers as 
well as more than 1500 UK soldiers were killed, wounded or 
taken prisoners ? 
 
This battle was the bloodiest 24 hours in the Australian military 
history. 
 
At a time of un-certainty in which the bases of our Democracies 
themselves are being attacked in Australia, Paris, Nice, London, 
Brussels, Stockholm, … and were random attacks hit Egypt, 
Afghanistan, the Philippines and many other countries, it is the 
values and the virtues of our civilizations that are challenged 
and at stake. 
 
It is these founding values of Freedom, Equality and Fraternity 
on the pediment of our Constitutions that have been defended 
by our elders, our brothers, our parents or grandparents, our 
friends. 



 
 
 
We are here today to never forget them and to show them our 
gratitude and our deep respect and I would like to associate 
also their family members and especially those who have been 
affected by the loss of a loved one. 
 
Let us salute the bravery and courage of all these men and 
women who have known hell so that today we can live in peace 
and transmit to future generations their inheritance and legacy. 
 
I would also like to pay tribute to the men and women here, 
veterans of all types of conflicts who have risked their lives for 
their country and heirs. 
 
The President of the French Republic, Emmanuel Macron, met 
last week with Mr Malcolm Turnbull, Australian prime Minister,  
and told him in confidence the special significance that the 
Australian sacrifice represented for France and the strong, 
indissoluble link between our two countries that ensued which 
nurtured the exceptional relationship and friendship that unites 
us today and looking towards the future. 
 
Lest we forget 
 
Long live French Australian friendship 
 
Vive l'amitié franco australienne 
 
Vive la France, vive l'Australie 


