
FAQ Assistants Programs 

 

1. I’ve never done a DELF test and I’m not sure what my official French level is. Can I still apply? 

Yes. Your French teachers will be able to identify your French level on their appraisal forms. 

  

2. I’m not currently enrolled at uni. Can I still apply? 

The language assistants program run by the CIEP through the Embassy of France is aimed 

specifically at university students. In rare cases you may still be able to apply if you are graduating or 

are between degrees – please contact education.canberra-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr to verify your 

eligibility. 

 

3. I’m not sure I’ll be available for the period indicated. Can I still apply? 

No. Before applying for the program, you must verify that you will be available for the entire period of 

the contract – these dates cannot be changed. If you withdraw at any time after submitting an 

application, you will be disqualified from reapplying. 

 Verify that you are able to defer your university course if your application is successful 

 Verify that you have sufficient finances to support yourself for seven months 

 Verify that your family and job situation will allow you to be away for seven months 

 You may also want to check whether you could get credit for the program towards your 

degree as a bonus 

 If you are graduating soon, consider deferring your award conferral until after you apply. 

 

4. How likely is it that I will get placed in my city of preference? 

Your preference for a region will certainly be considered in your successful application and your 

placement within an académie, who then receive your dossier. However we cannot guarantee you get 

your preference, so please do not to apply for the program if your primary reason for staying in France 

is outside the language assistants program (ie to be with your partner/friends/family). A lot of work is 

done to process applications and any candidates who withdraw because they didn’t get the region 

they wanted will not be considered again.   

 

5. Can I travel around Europe outside my time working as an assistant? 

Yes. During your contract, your visa will allow you to travel within Europe. In addition to this, Australian 

citizens have the right to travel as a tourist within Europe for up to 90 days within a 180-day period. 

Your status as a tourist will automatically come into effect at the end of your assistant visa.  

 

6. I can only find one teacher to fill out an appraisal form. What should I do? 

Regarding the fiches d’appreciation, you should seek to have an appraisal filled out by two French 

teachers. You may notice that it is only compulsory to upload one document – this is to 

accommodate for students who have only had one teacher for the duration of their French studies. 

However if you have more than one professor who could recommend you for the program, you must 

submit both. You can solicit the teacher’s appraisal from any qualified French teacher who knows you 

well enough to be able to evaluate your current level of French - It can be done by your French teacher 

from high school, Alliance Française or tutoring service, providing they are a qualified teacher. French-

speaking friends cannot complete these appraisals. If you have a DELF certificate you can also 

submit this as proof in addition to at least one appraisal.  

If you are still unable to submit something for both of the fiches d’appreciation, please inform 

education.canberra-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr before submitting your application. 
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7. When I’m a language assistant, can I have another part-time job?  

No. For more information please see 

http://www.education.gouv.fr/pid285/bulletin_officiel.html?cid_bo=101887  

 

8. I didn’t hear from my French teacher in time to submit my application before the deadline - Can I 

still apply?   

No. Please ensure you commence the application process as early as possible. Late applications are 

not accepted. 

 

9. Can you give me some advice about flights / accommodation / visas / insurance / immigration?   

Information on all the above will be given to successful candidates after their placement decision. 
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